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ABSTRACT

SEKAR SETYANING ARUM (2019). THE INFLUENCE OF MATERIALISM
TOWARDS CHARACTERS DEVELOPMENT IN F. SCOTT FITZGERALD’S
THE GREAT GATSBY

Madiun: English Department, The Faculty of Letters, Catholic University of

Widya Mandala.

The objectives of this study entitled The Influence of Materialism Towards
Characters Development in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby are (1) to figure
out the materialism described through the character of Jay Gatsby and Daisy
Buchanan. (2) to learn the influence of materialism towards the characters
development of Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan. The writer used library research to
analyze the analysis. The main data is taken from novel of The Great Gatsby. Some
theories used to analyze the data are American Dream, Character, Character
Development, Marxism, and Materialism. Moreover, the approaches used in this
research are sociological approach, psychological approach, marxism approach.

The portrait of materialism in The Great Gatsby can be seen through the main
characters namely Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan. Both of them represent
materialism in two ways which relate to the wealth that they have and their effort in
pursuing their American Dream. Furthermore, their materialistic lifestyle also
influences their characters development. It makes their desire become unattainable
and their efforts directed towards a negative outcome. Jay Gatsby suddenly is being
so ambitious and being spendthrift along with the story. Besides, Daisy Buchanan is
also being a careless and shallow person who sees nothing except money and material
luxury.

Keywords: American dream, materialism, character development
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ABSTRAK

SEKAR SETYANING ARUM (2019). THE INFLUENCE OF MATERIALISM
TOWARDS CHARACTERS DEVELOPMENT IN F. SCOTT FITZGERALD’S
THE GREAT GATSBY

Madiun: Jurusan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Katolik Widya

Mandala.

Tujuan penelitian yang berjudul The Influence of Materialism Towards
Characters Development in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby adalah, (1) untuk
menggambarkan materialisme melalui karakter Jay Gatsby dan Daisy Buchanan. (2)
untuk mempelajari pengaruh dari materialisme terhadap pengembangan karakter Jay
Gatsby dan Daisy Buchanan. Penulis mengunakan penelitian pustaka termasuk
mencari data dari jurnal yang berguna untuk mendukung data dan teori. Sumber data
utama diambil dari novel The Great Gatsby. Beberapa teori yang digunakan dalam
menganalisis data adalah American Dream, Character, Character Development,
Marxism, dan Materialism. Selanjutnya, pendekatan yang digunakan adalah
pendekatan sosiologis, psikologis, dan marxisme.

Gambaran materialisme dalam novel The Great Gatsby dapat dilihat melalui
karakter utama yaitu Jay Gatsby dan Daisy Buchanan. Keduanya menggambarkan
materialisme melalui dua cara yang berkaitan dengan kekayaan yang mereka miliki
dan usaha mereka dalam mengejar American Dream. Selanjutnya, gaya hidup
materialistis mereka juga mempengaruhi perkembangan karakter mereka. Hal itu
membuat keinginan mereka menjadi tidak terjangkau dan upaya mereka mengarah ke
hal negatif. Jay Gatsby tiba-tiba menjadi sangat ambisius dan sangat boros seiring
berjalannya cerita. Selain itu, Daisy Buchanan juga menjadi orang yang tidak
bertanggung jawab dan dangkal yang tidak peduli apapun selain uang dan barang
mewah.

Kata kunci: American dream, materialisme, perkembangan karakter
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