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ABSTRACT 

 
 

PETRUS ALAN DARMASAPUTRA. (2015). SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL 

SUFFERINGS EXPERIENCED BY THE MAIN CHARACTER IN 

CHARLES DICKENS’ DAVID COPPERFIELD. 

Madiun: Jurusan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Katolik Widya 

Mandala Madiun.     

 

   

This research discusses the novel David Copperfield written by Charles 

Dickens. It aims to explain (1) social and psychological sufferings experienced by 

David Copperfield  in David Copperfield and (2) the effects of social and 

psychological sufferings towards David Copperfield. The theories used in this 

study are the theories of character, characterization, sufferings and setting. 

Moreover, the approaches applied are psychological approach, sociological 

approach, and historical biographical approach. To collect the data, a library 

research is used. David Copperfield suffers physically and mentally. In his 

sufferings David Copperfield was able to emerge from all the agony of his life and 

experienced a better life. 
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ABSTRAK 
 

 

PETRUS ALAN DARMASAPUTRA. (2015). SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL 

SUFFERINGS EXPERIENCED BY THE MAIN CHARACTER IN 

CHARLES DICKENS’ DAVID COPPERFIELD. 

Madiun: Jurusan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Katolik Widya 

Mandala Madiun.     

 

 

Penelitian ini membahas sebuah novel berjudul David Copperfield karya 

Charles Dickens. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah menjelaskan: (1) penderitaan sosial 

dan psikologis yang dialami oleh David Copperfield dalam novel David 

Copperfield dan (2) pengaruh penderitaan sosial dan psikologis terhadap David 

Copperfield. Teori yang dipakai dalam penelitian ini mencakup teori tokoh, teori 

penokohan, teori sufferings dan teori setting. Selain itu pendekatan yang 

diterapkan antara lain pendekatan psikologi, pendekatan sosial dan pendekatan 

sejarah. Penelitian  kepustakaan diterapkan dalam teknik pengumpulan data. 

David Copperfield  mengalami penderitaan secara fisik dan dan mental. Dalam 

penderitaannya David Copperfield mampu bangkit dari semua penderitaan yang 

dialaminya, hidupnya menjadi lebih baik. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ix 



 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CONTENTS         PAGE 

TITLE ...............................................................................................................  i 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY .................................................................  ii 

APPROVAL SHEET I .....................................................................................  iii 

APPROVAL SHEET II ...................................................................................  iv 

DEDICATION .................................................................................................  v 

MOTTO ...........................................................................................................  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...............................................................................  vii 

ABSTRACT .....................................................................................................  viii 

ABSTRAK .......................................................................................................  ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................  x 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION .....................................................................  1 

1.1. Background of the Study ....................................................................  1 

1.2. Statement of the Problem ....................................................................  3 

1.3. Objective of the Study ........................................................................  4 

1.4. Limitation of the Problem ...................................................................  4 

1.5. Significance of the Study ....................................................................  4 

 

CHAPTER II: THEORETICAL REVIEW ......................................................  6 

2.1 Review of Related Theories .................................................................  6 

2.1.1 Character...................................................................................  6 

2.1.2 Characterization ........................................................................  7 

2.1.3 Sufferings  ................................................................................  8 

2.1.3.1 Psychological Sufferings.... ..........................................  9 

2.1.3.2 Social Sufferings  .........................................................  10 

2.1.4 Setting .......................................................................................  10 

2.1.4.1 Victorian Period ............................................................  11 

x 



 
 

 

2.1.4.2 The Effects of Industrial Revolution on the British  

Society and the Living Condition of Children ..............  12 

2.2 Theoretical Framework ........................................................................  15 

 

CHAPTER III: METHOD OF RESEARCH ...................................................  16 

3.1 Object of the Study...............................................................................  16 

3.2 Approach of the Study .........................................................................  17 

3.3 Method of the Study .............................................................................  19 

 

CHAPTER IV: ANALYSIS ............................................................................  21  

4.1 The Social-Psychological Sufferings Experienced by David  .............  21 

4.1.1 Psychological Sufferings Experienced by David  .......................  21 

4.1.1.1 Being Depressed  ............................................................  22 

4.1.1.2 Being Isolated  ................................................................  27 

4.1.2 Social Sufferings Experienced by David  ...................................  28 

4.2 The Effects of David’s Social-Psychological Sufferings  .....................  32 

4.2.1 Finding a Better Chance in Life  .................................................  32 

4.2.2 Having Good Jobs  ......................................................................  35 

4.2.3 Becoming a Tough and Independent Boy ...................................  37 

4.2.4 Finding a Better School  ..............................................................  38 

 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION ........................................................................  41 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................  43 

APPENDICES .................................................................................................  45 

APPENDIX I: CHARLES DICKENS’ BIOGRAPHY ...................................  45 

APPENDIX II: THE SUMMARY OF “DAVID COPPERFIELD” .............. . 52

 

xi 


