
i

THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF HESTER PRYNNE’S
LONELINESS IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE’S

THE SCARLET LETTER

A Thesis Presented to the English Department,
the Faculty of Letters, Catholic University of Widya Mandala Madiun

as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Sarjana Degree

in English

By:

YASINTA HERLY YORDANIA
NIM: 21410012

THE FACULTY OF LETTERS
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF WIDYA MANDALA MADIUN

MADIUN
2015



ii

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY

This is to certify that all of the ideas, phrases, and sentences within my

thesis entitled The Causes and Effects of Hester Prynne’s Loneliness in Nathaniel

Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, unless otherwise stated, are my own ideas,

phrases, and sentences.

If I deceitfully take somebody else’s ideas, phrases, and sentences without

due and proper reference, I hereby acknowledge and will accept all consequences

including cancellation of my academic degree and my status as student of

Catholic University of Widya Mandala Madiun.

Madiun, January 16th, 2015

YASINTA HERLY YORDANIA



iii

APPROVAL SHEET I

This is to certify that the Sarjana thesis of Yasinta Herly Yordania has

been approved by the advisors for further approval by Thesis Examining

Committee.

Madiun, January 16th, 2015

Advisor,

(Eko Budi Setiawan, S.S., M.Hum)

Co-advisor,

(Rr. Arielia Yustisiana, S.S., M.Hum)

Acknowledged by,

The Faculty of Letters

Dean,

(Drs. Obat Mikael Depari, M.Hum)



iv

APPROVAL SHEET II

This is to certify that the Sarjana thesis of Yasinta Herly Yordania has

been approved by Thesis Examining Committee.

Madiun, January 16th, 2015

The Thesis Examining Committee,

(Eko Budi Setiawan, S.S., M.Hum)

(Rr. Arielia Yustisiana, S.S., M.Hum)

(Drs. Obat Mikael Depari, M.Hum)

Acknowledged by,

The Faculty of Letters

Dean,

(Drs. Obat Mikael Depari, M.Hum)



v

DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to:

 my Jesus Christ

 my Holy Mary

 my parents (Parnun and Maria Rosalia S )

 Ursuline Sister Madiun

 all of the lectures of English Department

 all of the students of English Department

 my Alma  Mater, Catholic University of Widya

Mandala Madiun



vi

MOTTO

“If you can’t fly, then run,
if you can’t run, then walk,

if you can’t walk, then crawl,
but whatever you do,

you have to keep moving forward.

(Martin Luther King Jr)



vii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all, I dedicate my deepest gratitude to Jesus Christ for His

wonderful blessing that makes me finish this thesis.

On this occasion, I would like to give special thanks to my advisor, Eko

Budi Setiawan, S.S., M.Hum and Rr. Arielia Yustisiana, S.S.,M.Hum for giving

me guidance and advice. Besides, I appreciate all of the lecturers and staff of the

English Department with the great help and knowledge during my study.

In addition, I am so grateful to Widya Mandala Madiun as my Alma Mater

and the Ursuline Sisters of Madiun who give me supports. I am also thankful for

my beloved parents (Parnun and Maria Rosalia) for their pray, motivation,

attention, and everything in my life.

Next, I beholden for my friends, mas Redi, mbak Nur, Lita, Yayuk, Ina,

Clara, Monic, Risca, Prisca, Nia, Garry, Deby, Ningsi, Ayu, Lina, Melita, and

Dita. Thank you so much for your supports and motivation in finishing my thesis.

I love you all.

YASINTA HERLY YORDANIA



viii

ABSTRACT

YASINTA HERLY YORDANIA (2015). THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF
HESTER PRYNNE’S LONELINESS IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE’S
THE SCARLET LETTER
Madiun: The English Department, the Faculty of Letters, Catholic University
of Widya Mandala Madiun.

The objectives of this research are (1) to find out the causes of Hester
Prynne’s loneliness in The Scarlet Letter and (2) to show the effects of Hester
Prynne’s loneliness toward herself, Pearl, and Arthur Dimmesdale. This research
focuses on the main character, namely Hester Prynne. Then, this research uses
online sources and articles as the references. Furthermore, this research applies
five theories: character, characterization, psychology, puritanism, and loneliness.
Psychological and sociological approaches were used to analyze the problems.
Library research is applied for the method data collection. The result of the
research shows that there are two causes of Hester Prynne’s loneliness in The
Scarlet Letter. The first is violation of Puritanism rules and the second is Hester
Prynne’s adultery. Puritanism is an era in which everyone should have behavior
that is based on the principles of strict moral and religion. On the contrary, Hester
Prynne makes a close relationship with the priest in her place. Consequently, she
must be responsible for her sin because their behavior in expressing love is in
contradiction with the custom of society. There are the effects that should be
accepted from this incident, especially for Hester Prynne, Pearl, and Arthur
Dimmesdale. Hester Prynne is not only becomes despaired, shameful, depressed,
but also strong. She believes that God will give the grace of forgiveness for her.
Pearl becomes Hester Prynne’s spirit in her life. Meanwhile, Arthur Dimmesdale
becomes hypocrite, self punished, and depressed until he passes away because of
his great sin that he has done.
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ABSTRAK

YASINTA HERLY YORDANIA (2015). THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF
HESTER PRYNNE’S LONELINESS IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE’S
THE SCARLET LETTER
Madiun: The English Department, the Faculty of Letters, Catholic University
of Widya Mandala Madiun.

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah (1) untuk mengetahui penyebab
kesendirian Hester Prynne di novel The Scarlet Letter dan (2) untuk menunjukkan
pengaruh kesendirian Hester Prynne terhadap dirinya sendiri, Pearl, dan Arthur
Dimmesdale. Penelitian ini fokus pada karakter utama, yaitu Hester Prynne.
Kemudian, penelitian ini menggunakan sumber-sumber dari internet dan artikel
sebagai referensi. Selanjutnya, penelitian ini menerapkan lima teori:  karakter,
karakterisasi, psikologi, puritanisme, dan kesendirian. Pendekatan psikologis dan
sosiologis digunakan untuk menganalisa masalah. Data kepustakaan diterapkan
dalam metode pengumpulan data. Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa
ada dua sebab dari kesendirian Hester Prynne di The Scarlet Letter. Pertama
adalah pelanggaran dari aturan puritanisme dan yang kedua adalah perzinahan
Hester Prynne. Puritanisme adalah era yang setiap orang harus memiliki perilaku
yang didasarkan pada prinsip-prinsip yang ketat pada moral dan agama.
Sebaliknya, Hester Prynne membuat hubungan erat dengan seorang imam di
tempatnya. Oleh karena itu, dia harus bertanggung jawab atas dosanya karena
perbuatan mereka dalam mengungkapkan cinta bertentangan dengan kebiasaan
masyarakat. Ada akibat yang harus diterima dari kejadian ini, khususnya bagi
Hester Prynne, Pearl, and Arthur Dimmesdale. Hester Prynne tidak hanya putus
asa, malu, depresi, tapi juga menjadi kuat. Dia percaya bahwa Tuhan akan
memberikan rahmat pengampunan kepadanya. Pearl menjadi penyemangat Hester
Prynne dalam menjalani kehidupannya. Sedangkan Arthur Dimmesdale menjadi
munafik, menghukum dirinya sendiri, dan depresi hingga akhirnya dia meninggal
akibat dosa yang dilakukan.
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