CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

The life among the black and the white has complicated story. Langstone
Hughes is one of the African-American poets who is fond of creating poems who
is inspired from his life as the representation of the black’s life. “As I Grew
Older” is one of his masterpieces. In this poem, the poet wants to dedicate his idea
for the readers, especially the black, in achieving dreams.

The poem is interested to be analyzed. This research focuses on analyzing
the figure of speech, irony. There are three types of irony. They are verbal,
situational, and dramatic irony. Basically, irony reveals about discrepancy or
incompatibility of someone’s expectation and its reality. Those types of irony
have their own discrepancy characteristic. This research is focused on situational
irony. Situational irony deals with the discrepancy of hope or wish and the reality.

The researcher analyzes three problems for this research. They are the
situational irony dealing with hopelessness and enthusiasm, symbols which reflect
the hopelessness and enthusiasm, and the implicit motivation on the situational
irony dealing with hopelessness and enthusiasm as the main topic. To make the
analysis run well, some theories and approaches are applied. The theories consist
of figure of speech, irony, and motivation. Structural, psychological, and
sociological approaches are the approaches used in the research. It is clear that the
theory of figure of speech, irony, and structural approach help the researcher to

comprehend the situational irony which is found in the poem. Whereas, the theory
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of motivation, psychological, and sociological approach are applied in figuring
out the implicit motivation. It is important to understand the reason of the poet
wrote the poem. Thus, it makes the poem easier to be interpreted.

After analyzing the poem, the situational irony happens when the poet has
a dream when he was still a child. The reality, however, is different. The poem
tells about the poet’s experience of his childhood. The poet, as the black, gets
difficulty in socializing with his environment. He lives among the white. The poet
feels jealous with them because they live happily and luxuriously. He has a dream
about a bright future. It is always in his mind. Nevertheless, the reality insists him
to forget the dream. Actually, his dream is so simple; the poet can do anything
like the white do. As time passes, the poet understands why he has to throw away
his dream. It is because of his skin color. The point of the situational irony in the
poem is the expectation of the poet’s dream in his childhood that is different from
the reality he is faced.

Achievement motivation is the implicit motivation which is found in the
poem. The poet expresses the powerlessness because of his difficulty to reach the
dream. On the other hand, the poet feels enthusiastic not to give up with the
condition. Getting successful in order to fight the failure can be described as the
deep sense of this motivation. The researcher understands about the hardships of
the black in the past time. According to the poem, having a dream is important for
human beings. It is not simple to make it come true. Everyone has a right to catch
his or her dream no matter his or her background. A dream is not just owned by a

few groups of people.



Bibliography

Amper, Susan. 2008. Bloom’s How to Write about Edgar Allan Poe.New York:
Bloom’s Literary Criticism, An Imprint of Infobase Publishing.

Benjamin Jr, Ludy T et al . 1987.Psychology. New York: Macmillan Publishing
Company.

Darley, John M et al. 1986. Psychology.New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Davidoff, Linda L. 1987. An Introduction to Psychology.New Y ork:McGraw-Hill,
Inc.

Ehrenhaft,George. 2008. AP English Literature and Composition (second
edition).New York: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc.

Frank, Armin Paul. 1969. Kenneth Burke. New York: Twayne Publishers, Inc.

George, Marry W. 2008. The Element of Library Research: What Every Student
Needs to Know. New Jersey: Princeton University Press.

Griffith Jr, Kelley. 1990. Writing Essays about Literature. New York: Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich.

Kennedy, X.J. 1979. An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry and Drama. Boston: Little
Brown.

Punch, Keith F. 2000. Developing Effective Research Proposals. London: Sage
Publications Ltd.

Scott, Wilbur. 1962. Five Approaches of Literary Criticism. London: Coller
Macmillan.

Theresa, M. Sister. 1960. A Book of Poetry. New York: The Macmillan Company.

Wellek, Rene and AustinWarren. 1978. Theory of Literature. New York: Borce
and World, Inc.

. “Biography of Langstone Hughes”. Page 1. http://www.poemhunter.c
om/langston-hughes/biography/. (Accessed on March 24th, 2014).

. “The Three Types of Irony”. Page 2. http://typesofirony.com/the-3-
types-of-irony/. (Accessed on April 4", 2014).

43



44

. “All Poetry”. Page 2. http://allpoetry.com/As-1-Grew-Older.
(Accessed on September 8™ 2014).

. “A Review of Langstone Hughes’s As I Grew Older”. Page 1.
http://www.iluenglish.com/a-review-of-langston-hughess-as-i-grew-
older/.( Accessed on September 8", 2014).

. “Biography Langstone Hughes”. Page 1. http://www.scholastic.com/t
eachers/contributor/langston-hughes.(Accessed on September 8", 2014)

. “Some Definition of Achievement Motivation”. Page 1. http://thork.
people.uic.edu/fair/competence2013.htm.(April 23", 2014).

Andrew. “Difference between Poem and Poetry”. Page 1. http://www.differencebet
ween.com/difference-between-poem-and-poetry/ (November 5, 2013)

Boundless. “Biological Factors”. Page 2. https://www.boundless.com/psychology/
motivation/sexual-motivation/biological-factors/. (April 23", 2014).

Debby Chinn. “3 Types of Irony”. Page 2. http://quizlet.com/16425157/3-types-of-
irony-flash-cards/. (April, 4™ 2014).

Duckster. “Civil Rights: African American Civil Rights Movement”. Page 1. http:
Ilwww.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/african american_civil_rights_m
ovement.php. (Accessed on September 24", 2014).

Khrisna. “Brief notes on Social Motives from psychological point of view”. Page
1. http://www.preservearticles.com/201104165507/brief-notes-on-sorial-
motives-from-psychological-point-of-view.html.(April 23", 2014).

Maloney, Thomas N. “AfricanAmericans in the Twentieth Century”. Page 1.
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/african-americans-in-the-twentieth-
century/.(Accessed on September 24" 2014).

Richard Norquist. “Irony”. Page 1. http://grammar.about.com/od/il/g/ironyterm.ht
m. (April 4", 2014).



