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ABSTRACT 

 
CANDIK PRANOTO (2013). THE COMPARISON OF GOTHIC 
ELEMENTS IN POE’S THE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH AND THE 
FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER. 
Madiun: English Department, The Faculty of Letters, Catholic University of 
Widya Mandala Madiun. 

 
 
This study is related to the comparison of gothic elements in Poe’s The 

Masque of the Red Death and The Fall of the House of Usher. The discussion in 
this research deals with the similarities and differences of gothic elements, as well 
as the influences of gothic elements toward the characters in the two short stories. 

In this study, the researcher uses the theory of character, characterization, 
the revenant, the suspense, and the uncanny. Next, sociological and psychological 
approaches are applied to analyze the data. Moreover, library research including 
internet browsing is used to find the data of gothic elements. 

The findings indicate that both short stories contain gothic elements within 
them. They are the revenant, the suspense, and the uncanny. Each gothic element 
in the two stories is different due to their own way. Every single element in the 
two stories has unique characteristics. The analysis shows that there are some 
effects that are caused by gothic elements toward the Narrator in The Fall of the 
House of Usher and Prince Prospero in The Masque of the Red Death. Those 
effects are dread, goosebump, rage, and desperation. 
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ABSTRAK 

 
CANDIK PRANOTO (2013). THE COMPARISON OF GOTHIC 
ELEMENTS IN POE’S THE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH AND THE 
FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER. 
Madiun: Jurusan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Katolik Widya 
Mandala Madiun. 
 
 

Penelitian ini berkaitan dengan perbandingan unsur-unsur gotik dalam The 
Masque of the Red Death dan The Fall of the House of Usher karya Edgar Allan 
Poe. Pembahasan pada penelitian ini berkaitan dengan persamaan dan perbedaan 
unsur-unsur gotik serta pengaruh unsur-unsur gotik terhadap para karakter di 
dalam kedua cerita tersebut. 

Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan teori karakter, karakterisasi, 
mayat hidup, ketegangan, dan gaib. Selanjutnya, pendekatan sosiologis dan 
psikologis yang diterapkan untuk menganalisis data. Selain itu, penelitian 
kepustakaan termasuk penelusuran internet digunakan untuk mencari data unsur-
unsur gothic. 

Temuan pada hasil ini menunjukkan bahwa kedua cerita berisikan unsur-
unsur gotik dalam keduanya. unsur-unsur tersebut adalah mayat hidup, 
ketegangan, dan gaib. Setiap unsur-unsur gotik dalam dua cerita memiliki 
perbedaan masing-masing. Tiap satu unsur gotik dalam dua cerita memiliki 
keunikan. Analisis membuktikan bahwa ada beberapa efek yang disebabkan oleh 
unsur-unsur gotik terhadap Narator dalam The Fall of the House of Usher dan 
Pangeran Prospero dalam Masque of the Red Death. Pengaruh-pengaruh tersebut 
adalah ketakutan, merinding, amarah, dan putus asa. 
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