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ABSTRACT

HARRY INDRA KUSUMA. 2009. THE EFFECTS OF
INCOMPATIBILITIES BETWEEN DREAMS AND INDIVIDUAL
RESPONSIBILITIES IN EDITH WHARTON’S ETHAN FROME.

Madiun: English Department, The Faculty of Letters, Widya Mandala
University

The objectives of the study entitled The Effects of Incompatibilities
between Dreams and Individual Responsibilities in Edith Wharton’s Ethan
Frome are (1) determine and explain the incompatibilities between dreams and
individual responsibilities in Edith Wharton’s Ethan Frome. (2) find out and
describe the effects of the incompatibilities between dreams and individual
responsibility in Edith Wharton’s Ethan Frome. The writer applies the library
research including internet browsing in collecting the data. The data collecting is
in the form of words, phrase, clauses, and discourse that refer to dreams and
individual responsibilities in Edith Wharton’s Ethan Frome that is published by
Charles Scribner’s Sons in New York by the year of 1970

Ethan’s incompatibilities are incompatibilities between his dream to
become an engineer and his responsibility to take care of his parents,
incompatibilities between his dream to live in town and his responsibility to live
in isolated farm, and incompatibilities between his dream to run away with his
lover and his responsibility for living with his wife. The effects of Ethan’s
incompatibilities are frustration, loneliness, and suicide attempt. Frustration can
be seen when Ethan’s plans to become an engineer must be vanished. Ethan’s
marriage to Zeena also makes him frustrated. Ethan is frustrated with his life in
Starkfield and his inability to express his love to Zeena’s cousin, Mattie.
Moreover, Zeena and Mattie also experience frustration. It can be seen when
Ethan’s plan to start a new life in a town must be canceled. Besides, Mattie also
frustrated when Ethan realizes that there is no way out to go to the West.
Loneliness in Ethan’s life can be seen when Ethan living far away from relatives
and friends. Ethan never talking to his mother and his wife become sick and
silent. The effect of incompatibilities on the climax is suicide attempt. Mattie
tries to influence Ethan to commit suicide.
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ABSTRAK

HARRY INDRA KUSUMA. 2009. THE EFFECTS OF
INCOMPATIBILITIES BETWEEN DREAMS AND INDIVIDUAL
RESPONSIBILITIES IN EDITH WHARTON’S ETHAN FROME.

Madiun: Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Widya Mandala

Skripsi yang berjudul The Effects of Incompatibilities between Dreams
and Individual Responsibilities in Edith Wharton’s Ethan Frome mempunyai
tujuan yaitu: 1) menentukan dan menjelaskan ketidaksesuaian antara impian dan
tanggung jawab. 2) menentukan dan menjelaskan pengaruh dari ketidaksesuaian
antara impian dan tanggung jawab. Penulis menggunakan studi pustaka dan data
internet dalam mengumpulkan data. Pengumpulan data terdiri darai kata-kata,
frase-frase, dan wacana yang mengacu pada impian dan tanggung jawab dalam
novel Ethan Frome karya Edith Wharton yang diterbitkan oleh Charles Scribner
di new York pada tahun 1970.

Ketidaksesuaian dalam kehidupan Ethan adalah impiannya unuk menjadi
seorang insinyur dan tanggung jawabnya mengurusi orang tuanya, impiannya
untuk hidup dikota dan tanggung jawabnya untuk tetap tinggal di tempat
terpencil, impiannya untuk pergi dengan kekasihnya dan tanggung jawabnya
untuk tetap tinggal bersama istrinya. Ketidaksesuaian dalam kehidupan Ethan
memberikan pengaruh yaitu frustasi, kesendirian, usaha bunuh diri. Kefrustasian
dapat dilihat saat impiannya lenyap untuk menjadi seorang insinyur.
Pernikahannya dengan Zeena juga membuatnya frustasi. Kehidupan di Starkfield
dan tidak dapat hidup bersama kekasihnya, Mattie, juga membuat Ethan frustasi.
Selanjutnya, Zeena juga mengalami kefrustasian, ketika lenyapnya rencana
Ethan untuk memulai kehidupan yang baru di kota bersama Zeena. Selain itu
Mattie juga mengalami frustasi ketika Ethan menyatakan tidak ada jalan keluar
untuk hidup bersama Mattie. Kesendirian dalam kehidupan Ethan, ketika Ethan
jauh dari saudara dan teman-temannya, Ethan tidak pernah berbicara dengan
ibunya, istrinya yang sakit dan menjadi pendiam. Puncak dari pengaruh
ketidaksesuaian dalam kehidupan Ethan yaitu usaha bunuh diri, dimana Mattie
mempengaruhi Ethan untuk bunuh diri.
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