CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION

This study entitled The Portrait of Racial Discrimination in John Howard
Griffin’s Black Like Me talks about the observation of a white man in the Deep South,
America, concerning to the Black community. In accordance to the problem, the
objective of the stﬁdy is to describe the racial treatment experienced by John Howard
Griffin. Further, the writer uses library research and internet browsing to form the
conceptual data then use them to find the relevant data in this novel. The data corpus
of this thesis consists of words, clauses, phrases and further discourse related to
principles. Besides, in analyzing the data, the writer uses racial approach. Racial
approach is used to analyze data descriptively.

John Howard Griffin, the author and the main character of Black Like Me, is a
white man. He has a great project to observe the Black community. To make the
project successful, Griffin decides to undergo the medical treatment to change the
color of his skin and temporarily become a black man. Although his skin is definitely
changes, but his personality is absolutely not change. Griffin has a good personality.
He takes responsible to the Black community who has a high amount of suicide.
Griffin wants to know the true problem in the Black community. By darken his skiﬁ,

Griffin hopes his project will be successful. He makes a decision of darken his skin
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after securing the support of his wife and George Levitan, the editor of Shepia
magazine, which will fund Griffin’s project.

In the Deep South, the area of observation, Griffin gets many bad treatments
due to the racial prejudice. Basically, the cause of this problem definitely because of
his different race after he changes into black color. The treatment comes from the
Whites who think that their race is absolutely higher than the other. The effects of the
treatment influence Griffin in both physically and mentally as well. Griffin feels
afraid to make some approaches to the local community. Moreover, feels lonely and
desperate during the observation also combining his feeling. The treatment is too bad,
and Griffin cannot believe he enters into this trouble.

Racial treatment that is faced by griffin becomes a sample data to complete
his project. In the Deep South the comparison of community between the Whites and
the Blacks is well-balanced. Therefore. Griffin gets a racial treatment from both the
Whites and the Blacks. Both of two races, has their own principle to cover their own
races. During his observation, Griffin tries being friendly to all of the community

either Whites or Blacks.
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